
 Northern Ireland 

agricultural industry: 

An overview 



• 1.1% of Northern Ireland GVA 

   

• 3.3% of Northern Ireland total employment 

 

• 73% of total Northern Ireland land area 

 

 

The Importance of the Agricultural Industry 



• 0.991 million hectares farmed in total 

 

• Less than 6% of agricultural land is 

cropped 

 

• 24,300 farms, average farm size = 41 ha 

 

• 5,800 farms are large enough to provide 

full-time employment for one or more 

people 

Northern Ireland Farm Structure 
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Number of Farms by Business Size and Type 

2012 



Average Enterprise Size 

Northern Ireland 

(2012) 

EU 15 (2007) 

Dairy Cows 81 37 

Beef Cows 18 21 

Sheep 224 168 

Pigs 780 255 

Laying Hens 15,000 1,500 

Broilers 43,000 440 

Cereals (ha) 13.8 16.5 

Potatoes (ha) 7.2 2.2 



Cattle 24%

Milk 30%

Sheep 3%

Pigs 7%

Poultry 14%

Eggs 4%

Crops 4%

Horticulture 3%

Others 11%

Share of Gross Output 2012



   

Total Income From Farming (real terms 2012 prices) 
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Farm Business Income by Farm Type 


