Italian Congress 2011 Round Table - Development of the Mediterranean Basin 
“Cooperazione nell’ area del mediterraneo: dall’ integrazione sociale allo sviluppo di mercato.”

Summary of Presentation by Sean Gaule President of Cedia   

 Holistic approach required –   Need to address Political, social and economic issues as well as population growth, climate change, migration, human rights and governance.   Bottom up as well as top down approaches must be accommodated.     Democracy must be a key outcome. 

  The Northern Ireland peace process provides a relevant Study case. e.g. - Issues in   Cyprus (Greek / Turkish); Palestine / Israel; Kurds/ Turkey; Former Yugoslavia; Lebanon, Egypt etc. 
Respect for peoples and persons- their cultures and viewpoints both by governments and   communities at national and local level is an essential requirement. 
 Professional Agricultural Associations – potential cooperation /contribution examples:  
ASA - Ireland / NIIAS - Northern Ireland – linkages established     

 Practical cooperation involved the formation of the Agrilink initiative which led to linkages, joint activities, exchange of views, cooperation and networking – hosting of joint conferences etc.  Replicated in a number of other sectors also, at that time. 
Cedia:    
 International Conference on water utilisation and management hosted in Lisbon by Cedia as well as visit to local projects.    Call made to EU to provide greater support for water management initiatives in the region.

  Alqueva dam project in Portugal:   a good example of integrated development – power/ energy, crop irrigation and tourism, an investment resulting from vision and good planning. 
Trade and cooperation at EU level – Europe e.g’s 
· EU Technical support and cooperation / technology -   Use of Israeli technology in support of water management in EU Mediterranean basin.
· Tissue culture techniques in plant breeding in support of  plant production in    the region.
· Livestock exports from Europe - depended very much on Community export refunds.  
International cooperation 
·  Animal / human health:  Control of the Screwworm fly `Cochliomyia hominivorax, Coquerel in North AFRICA. The appearance of this new world fly gave great concern for the future of livestock and wild life populations on the African Continent.  It is an obligatory parasite of all warm blooded animals including humans, dependent on live flesh for development of larval stages of the life cycle.    International effort coordinated by UN agencies led to its efficient control and elimination from the region.   
 Future

An increase in expenditure on the Agricultural Sector is required in Developing countries and in  Development cooperation initiatives. 
 Greater study needs to be done on the implications for food supply and price in relation to the fuel versus food debate. 
Feeding the World is the theme of the next world congress of Agronomists, to be hosted by the Ordre des agronomes du Quebec in conjunction with the World Association of Agronomists and   to be held in Quebec, Canada,  September 17th to 21st , 2012. www.worldagro2012.com
 A   follow up on this theme is expected when the next congress will hopefully be held in Milan in 2015 with the support of CEDIA and the Italian Association Conaf.   
