THE AGRIGULTURAL PROFESSION IN CYPRUS

The Agriculturist’s profession, though not included in the list of the regulated professions of the EU, in Cyprus it is regulated since 1987 by the national law N.32/1987 as amended by newest legislative acts of 2000-2004.

The above legislation:

a. Establishes the Agriculturists Registration Council, a body responsible for the examination and registration of Agriculturists under a set of rules and conditions.

b. Defines explicitly the qualifications, duties, responsibilities and obligations of the registered Agriculturists and gives the definition of Agriculturist.

c. Prohibits the exercise of the Agriculturist’s profession by persons not registered by the Registration Council.

Persons applying for registration must have a University Degree or Diploma or equivalent qualification in agriculture. Eligible for registration are also holders of first university degree in any science that is related to agriculture and a postgraduate university degree (e.g. MSc, DhD) in one purely agricultural Subject. In this case their registration is limited to the subject for which they are qualified.

All citizens of EU Member States are eligible for registration without any discrimination, provided they have the required academic qualifications and speak the Greek language. 

 Academic qualifications for registration are accepted from all agricultural universities or agricultural faculties recognized in the country of issue. All recognized universities and faculties are shown in an official list. Graduates from universities not listed as recognized (mainly from third countries), may apply for recognition to the KYSATS, which is the official governmental body for the recognition of academic qualifications.

Applicants for registration need to fill in and submit the specific application form of the Registration Council along with their original qualification documents, two recent photographs and registration fee of €34 plus €17 annual fee for securing license to exercise the agricultural profession in Cyprus, which is automatically issued by the council upon registration. In case an application is not accepted, the annual fee is returned.

Applications for registration are examined by the Council usually within one month from the submission of the application and the applicant is duly informed.

Once the applicant is registered he has to pay an annual fee for the renewal of the license to exercise agriculture. 

No other conditions (residence, capital, office etc.) are required except registration and the securing of the annual permission which is also renewed upon payment.

There are also a number of special provisions regarding the exercise of the agricultural profession on a temporary basis, for example no registration or licensing is required for a six-month or less provision of cervices.                  

 The Registration Council must, according to the law, maintain an updated register which has to be published in the official gazette once a year.                 

